A rare probable chondroblastoma of the calcaneus in a pre-Columbian subadult from Illinois.
Discrete cystic or tumorous intraosseous lesions can arise from a variety of benign and malignant conditions as well as trauma and infection. They are clinically rarely observed in the calcaneus. A fourteen-to-seventeen-year-old subadult recovered from a Late Woodland (∼AD 800-1100) period mortuary context in the Mississippi River Valley of central Illinois presents with a single lytic intraosseous lesion on the posterior right calcaneus that bilaterally perforates the cortex. The lesion, although primarily anterior to the epiphyseal plate, does breach it. There is also a small perforation of the outer cortex of the epiphysis above the insertion of the Achilles' tendon. The lesion is well-defined with a primarily spongy cancellous interior margin. On the body of the calcaneus, there is periostosis and a slightly expansive endosteal reaction. Comparative radiographic assessments undertaken to differentially diagnose the lesion indicate that it was likely not malignant. Based on the posterior location, the radiographic signature, the bilateral cortical perforation and the breach of the epiphysis, the lesion is best interpreted as a chondroblastoma.